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A b d u c t i o n s

o f c h i l d r e n
a n d t h e

t r a f f i c i n
o r g a n s

by M a i t e P i n e r o

A
r um o r ha s s p r e ad t hr o u gh La t in Am e r i c a t ha t c a u s e s fe a r in t he

s l u m s a n d r u r a l a r e a s : t ha t c h i ld r e n ha v e be e n a bdu c t ed o r

bo u ght f r o m p o o r f a m i l ie s t o be u s e d a s don o r s o f o r ga n s .

La s t M a r c h in S a n Lu i s P ot o s i, M e x i co , t he s e c re t a ry ge n e r a l

o f t he p r o v in c i a l go v e r n m e n t
,
L ib r a do Ri c a v a r Ribe r a ,

a nn ou n ce d t he ope n i n g o f a n in v e st iga tio n o n th e t r af f i c in

o r ga n s . He d i s c lo s e d t ha t c h i ld r e n i n t he A lt ip l a n o a r e a a n d the s u bu r bs

o f S a n Lu i s ha v e be e n d is a ppe a r i n g , a n d a re t he n r e t u r n e d t o t he ir

f a m i l ie s s e v e r a l w e e k s l a t e r w i t h o n e k idn ey m iss i n g . M r
. R ic a v a r R ibe r a

s t a t e d t ha t t he c hi ld re n ha d be e n t ak e n t o cl i n i c s n e a r t he U S. f r o n t i e r .

He a dde d t ha t the s am e t r a ff ic w a s go in g o n i n t he n e ighbo r i n g pr o v in c e

o f T a u m i lipa s , w h i c h is o n t he U . S. bo rd er . S e v e r al t ho u sa n d do ll a r s bu y

t he s i le n c e o f po o r f a m il i e s . It i s t he n e ighbo r s w ho m a k e t he

a c c u s a ti o n s (1)
One w e e k la t er , a f t e r a b r ie f s e a r c h , t he d i r e c t o r o f t he de pa r tm e n t

o f he a l t h . D r S al a z a r M a r t i n e z
,
c lo s ed t he

i n v e s t iga t io n . T he r e a so n he ga ve f o r do in g

s o w a s t ha t s u c h a n e tw o r k
"

w o u ld r e qu i re

a n e x tr e m ely s o phist i c a t e d ho sp i t a l

o r ga n is a t ion .

"

A l t ho u gh t he s e c r e t a r y o f t he p r o v i n c ia l

go v e rn m e n t ha d st a t e d th at t he o pe ra t ion s

w e r e n o t be i n g c a r r i ed o u t l o c a lly , bu t a t the

f r o n t ie r , t he de pa r t m e n t o f he a lt h r e fu t e d h i s

a ll e ga t io n s o n t he gr o u n ds t h at t he re i s n o

ho s p it a l i n S a n Lu is Po t o s i t ha t do e s o r ga n

t r a n s p l a n t s (2)
Whe n w e m e t h im . D r . S a la z a r M a r t i n e z

l im it e d t he i n t e r v i e w t o t w o m in ut e s . A cc o r din g t o h im , the pr ov in c ia l

o f f i c ia l w ho so u nde d t he a lar m
"

de m o n s t r a te d l ight
-he a de d co n du c t,

"

b u t n ev e r t hel e s s a n i n v e s t iga t io n ha d be e n c a rr ie d o u t . T he do c t or d id

n o t ha v e t im e to g iv e u s a n y o f t he de t a i ls . W he n a s ke d w he t he r he

kn e w t ha t a sim i la r i n v es t iga t io n ha d bee n o r de re d t w o y e a r s e a r li e r , he

n o lo n ger f o u n d t im e t o c o n t i n u e t he d is cu s s ion

A s f o r L ib r a do Ri c a v a r R ibe r a ,
he ha s be c o m e t he i n v is ib le m a n . It is

im po s sib le t o m e e t h im
,
o r t o r e a c h h im by pho n e T hi s i s n o t a t a l l

su rp ri sin g . A l l o f t ho se w ho ha v e an n o u n ce d t he t ra f f i c i n

or ga n s
- m i n i s t e rs , h igh o f fi c i a ls , ju dge s - ha v e be e n r em o v e d fr o m o ff i c e

o r o the r w i s e s i l e n c e d .

T hi s s c e n a r i o be ga n a t Sa n P ed r o Su l a i n Ho n du r a s . It w a s t he re

t ha t t he po l ic e d isc o v e r ed s e v e r a l cla n des t ine
"

n u rs e rie s
"

a t t he e n d o f

198 6;
"

c a sa s de e n go rde
"

a s t he y w e r e c al l e d lo c a l ly, o r ho u se s in

w hic h c hi ld r e n a r e m a de f a t . T he c h i ld re n w e r e t he n i l le ga l ly e x po r te d

ou t o f t he c o u n t ry
"

f o r ad o pt io n .

"

In J a n u a r y 198 7 , a f t er a n inv e st iga t io n of s e v e r a l w ee k s , t he re w a s

a d r a m a t i c d isc lo su r e . T he se c re t a ry o f t he n a t io n a l dep a rt m e n t of

s o c ia l s e r v i ce s , Le o n a rdo V i ll e da Be r m u d ez , r e v ea le d t ha t t he c h ild r en

ha d be e n u s e d a s do n o r s o f o r ga n s . He a dde d t ha t c ha r it a b l e

i n s t i t u t i o n s t ha t c ar e f o r t he phy sica l ly o r m e n t a lly ha n d i c a ppe d ha d

be en de c e i v ed by c r im in a ls
,
w ho p r e se n te d t he m se l v e s a s ge n e ro u s

be ne f a c t o r s . In i n t e r v i ew s w it h t he ne w spa pe r l a T r ibu n a an d w it h

Ra dio Am e r ic a , Le o n a r do V i ll e da B e r m u de z de s c r ibe d t he in v e st iga t io n in

de t a il H i s c o n c l u s i on w a s :
"

W e ha v e p r oo f t ha t t he c h i ld re n , w ho ha d

bee n bo u ght o r s t o le n f r om po o r f a m i l i e s ,

w e re s o ld f o r a m in im u m o f te n t ho u sa n d

do l la r s e a c h t o or ga n is at io n s in t he Un it e d

St at e s , to be u se d a s do no r s of o r ga n s (3 ).
'

Dn J a n u a ry 9 th , the P re s ide n t o f Ho ndu r a s

de n ie d t he se a l le ga t io n s , a n d f i r e d Leo n a r do

V il l e da Be rm u de z f r o m his j o b . Dn e m o n t h

l a t e r , a s im i l a r s c a nd a l b r o k e o u t i n

Gu a t e m a la , a s th e po l i c e a r r e s t ed m e m ber s of

T B t n O V Cd f f O t n o f f i C B O V ° " o r ga n i s a t io n t ha t w a s e x po r t i n g c h i ld r e n t o

. • » J
' " ^ ^ • ^ ' ^ " ' ' ' * ™ ° ' ' ^ "̂ " " 9 * f " " 8 a r r es t ed

O t n B r W l S B S u B n C BU . w a s M r s . Df e l i a Ro s a l d e Ga m a , s i s t e r - i n - l aw

o f fo r m e r ge n e r a l a n d d i c t a t o r M e ji a V i c to r es .

T he ch ief pu b l i c r ela ti o n s o f f ic e r o f the po l ic e , B a u d il i o Hic ho s Lope z ,

s t a t ed :
"

W e k n ow t ha t c h i ld r e n s e n t t o t he Un it e d St at e s , su ppo s edly
to be ad opt e d , w e re in f ac t u se d a s or ga n do n o rs .

"

In t h is s a m e c o u n t r y , in J a n u a r y 19 88
,
the s c an da l e ru p t e d a ga in .

The po li c e a r r e s t e d t w o
"

de a l e r s i n c h i ld r e n
"

o f Is r a e l i n a ti o n a l i t y,

M ic ha l an d Lu is Ro tm a n T he di r e c t o r o f t he d r u g e n f o r c e m e n t age n c y,

M igu e l Agu i r r e , a n n o u n c e d t ha t
"

t he p r i s o n e r s ha v e c o n f e s s e d t ha t t he y

e x po r t e d c h ild r e n t o Is r a e l a nd t he Un i t e d S t a t e s . T he c h i ld r e n w e re

s o ld f o r s e v e n t y - f iv e tho u s a n d d o l l a r s e a ch t o f a m i l ie s i n n e e d o f o r ga n

do n o r s f o r t he ir o w n c hi ld r e n .

"

A l l o f t h o s B w h o h a v B

d B n o u n c Bd I Hb t r a f fi c
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